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NDOUBTEDLY the Turk had
l ] his day when Smyrna . was|
taken over, but the Turk Is
pot the only one at fault. We have |

always been tnught to beliove that the |
Turk was a bloodthirsty sert of fel-
low who carried a huge scimitar and

chased poor Armenians all over the|
landscape, That is the picture that
I had expected to sea when flrst we

eame to thelr shores, The topography
of the gpountry is ided] Tor such a |
scene, The rolling hills against the |
cloudless sky would make an il.l"‘.'lt:
setting for such a ehase. DBut 1 have |
seenn no such sight, Maybe the Turks
bad already cnught them ull. \

After havid® visited the interior of
the country and Jooked upen the work
of the Greeks and the Armenians 1
am not so ready to eritivize the Turks
for the things that they have done.
When vou have looked at scores of
ruined and destggyed mosques it s
rather diffienlt to Work up much of a
rige at the destruction of o few
churches. - Whera thousands have
been made homeless by the one there |
are thousahds who are homeless as
the result of the actions of the other.
It is difficult to distinguish between
two shades of black.

In our eagerness to help the evacu-
ated CGrecks and Armeninns we must |
not be too cuger to put all of the blame |
on the Turk, There are two sides to|
this question as well ag to- all others
and the American publie must not be
carried -away by the force of their|
sympathy until they hake heard the|
whaole story. Undoubtedly there will |
be many bloodcurdling tales told by |
those who witnesses but one side of
the tragedy, by those whose sympa- |
thies are entirely one sided, and by |
those who have their own ends to
meet, but remember, there are twol
sides, |

The Turks have been, and vmulnuel
to be, very friendly to all Americans. |
The French are in the good graces of
the Turke. Tt is to be expected that
the PBritish and the Turks would be

| along the line of the Turkish march

could start a cat fight there., Without
any doubt, all of the houses have baen
well looted and little of any value left.

There 15 a lttle cemetery just out-
side the town, a European cemetery,
and as I had heard tales of desecra-
tlon I went in. All of the stones,
erosses, monuments and markers had
been Knocked down and destroyed. |
Many of them were broken lnto little|
bits, Ewvidently some one had vented
Lis spite on this little cemetery, and
I do not belleve that it was elther
Greek or Armenian who had done fit.
I had heard that the graves were
opened up, but that was not trus., No
graves hadpeen opened In that ceme-
tery. 1 have heard from reliable
sources, however, that the graves of
Christians have been opened and the
bodies disturbed,

I also made a trip through the Jew-
Ish section of the city this afternoon.
Everything seemed to be normal, ex-
cept a little overpopulated perhape.
While returning we met four Turklsh
soldiers carrying a stretcher on which
wis & body coversd with bloody rags.
From all that we were able to learn
It was the body of a Greek or Ar-
menian who had been convicted of
erime and publicly beheaded.

There are rumors of murder and
torture of the refugees by the Turks
along the codstal cities, and it is quite
likely that many of these tales are
true. ESuch things are very hard to
prove, and one may not make a state-
ment without proof.

Through the Interior
Along Turks' Line of March

Last week 1 was one of a party of
American and European newspaper
correspondents taken Into the Interlor

on €myrha, The trip was arranged
and conducted by the Turkish mili-
tary authorities under the directlon of
Nureddin Pasha, Milltary Governor of
the Smyrna area.

Hefore we had left ‘we wers Inter-
viewed by wvarious offieinls and repre-
sentatives of local Turkish papers.
We were informed that we wére golng
to see terrible sights—that we would
need perfume because of the smell:
that it was like going through hell.
Also we were told that we were very
unfortunate indeed, for there was no
one to cook for us, but that they
would do the best they could, That
had us worried.

Our first stop was Menemen. As the
train pulied into the station we found
that we were expected. All of the vil,
lage was there to grest um. As we de-
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FLEEING SMYRNA REFUGEES HALT IN THEIR JOURNEY INLAND.
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at the refusa in the botiom of the well.
All of the Turks began holding their
noses and rushing away from the well,
“Do you not amell them?" they asked.
“There are eighteen of them." We not
of the Turkish race all admitted that
we did not; thereupon the soldier went
to work aguain trying to uncover the
bodies. After about fifteen minutes
of pushing and scraping he appeared
very excited and they said he had un-
covered & head. Again we looked and
again saw nothing. I did smell some-
thing, however, but whether it was
Turk, Armenlan, Greek or swine I
could not say. The Turks had evi-
dently convinced themselves, so away
we went back to the train.

I had started from BSmyrna antl-
Turk and now my sentiments were
being confirmed. The whole thing|
was evidently a propaganda trip, well
laid out and all of the actors coached
in their varlous parts. We were to
see nothing except what they wished
to show us, and were to hear lots of
wild tales without any material evi-
dence. Belleving that to be the case, |
we just settled back and decided to
let them go to it and then we would |
write as we felt.

Burning of Magnesia Blamed .
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twenty-two small villages which went
to make the suburbs are all wiped out,
Approximately 600 known dead wera
found, while there are thousands
missing, and it is not known what
became of them. BSearching partles
are still on the mountain slde trying
to find trace of them.

Eyoub Helmi, a civillan, testified
that several Greek officers were living
with him and they had told him that
the clty would be burned as soon as
the Greeks commenced thelr retreat
through that area.

The story continued that the Greek

LINE.

army fired the town, using ofl to aas-

It

LNE OF THE TURKISH ADVANCE

sure themselves of a good job, lootsd

personally conducted by all of the re-
maining inhabitants of the elty. It
had Indeed been burned and there was
very little left. It is hard to concelye
of such complete destruction as we
eaw. Acres and acres were completely
wiped out, with nothing left on which
to make a start,

e next stop was Cassaba, famous
for its melons. We wera met by the
usual reseption committes and guard,
this time the principal speaker being
a young Turkish lady, Bhe epoke In
perfect French, telling us of their

and murdered ruthlessly and then
weant on thelr way, taking at least
150 of the young girls with them.

Atrocities in Alashehr
Seemed Devoid of Proof

There were several cases of atrocl-
tles which were to prove thes tales,
First we heard of a young girl whose
breasts had been cut off, When we
asked to sesa her it was declared Im-
possible, Next a lady was brought In
who was sald to have gone mad due
to what she had seen. To us she ap-
peared rational,

Military Governor of the city. He Is
& splendld sort of fellow, very pleasant
and likable, and he exerted himself to
make us feel that we were very wel-
come.

First we learned that .Alashehr
means “The White City." It was the
ancient city of Philadelphla, or the
“City of Brotherly Love,” Alashehr
certalnly lived up to its name,

The evening was spent in discuss-
Ing the burning of the city.,. We
were told the fires were started near
the market districts and almost im-

A4

none.too cordial, due to the politienl | seended from our traln we were met
situntion, but I have heard of no mas- | by the Colonel commanding the troops
sacre of Britishers. | with his stalf, the Mayor, the town

| beaten

Many Individial Outrages | Presldent and the village teachers In
By Turkish Soldiery.

During the evacuation of the reflI-I
gees thore werg many cases where in-
dividual Wyurkish soldiers robbed and
beat men, Wwomen and children, There
were some cases where thelr officers
gaw oand countenanced this sort of
thing, but in the majority of cases the
goldiers were very decent toward the
refugees. 1 saw many soldiers geverely |
by thelr officers for stealing |
from refugees as they were on their
wity to the ships. There will soon be
movies depleting the embarkation of
the refugecs, and even in the pletures
will be secen evidences of the Turks
robbing the refugees,

In thinking of these robberles one
must adopt the Turkish attitude for a|
moment. His viewpoint js this: Al
that helonged to the Greek and the

Armenian s now mine! According to
hig own lights he was playing the gameo |
pretty falely., This I8 not an excuse
for the Turk: It is an effort to pregent

his side In A fnir sort of way.

To-day T visited Bournabat, a suburh
of Smyrna. It was one of the resi-
dentlal districts and evidently occupied |
by the well to do class of Greecks and

Armenians, There are many wonder- |
ful large estates surrounded by mag-
nificknt g 18 with fountains, tennis
courts and fine shrubbery, All of thege
houses are now ocoupied by the Turkish
army and the village Is & model of
peace and contentment. 1 doubt if one

| their

white encircled fezzes. The
President, through an Interpreter,
called upon one of the leading citi-
zena to tell the story of the Greek
atrocities,

He gtarted off well, beginning with
September 8, and telling in detail all
thiat happened or was sald during all
of the day. He made an especial point
of the fact that the Greek prlest an-
nounced that Menemen would be
burned the day the Greek troops ar-
rived. He went on at great length to
tell of the measures the Turkish popu-
lation took to guard against the burn.
ing of the <ty and worked himself
into a terrible state of mind. When it
was 41l finished we learned that noth-
ing had happened to Menemen, They
sald that the retreating Greek army
did not have time to destroy the wvil-
Inge. F

On Retreating Greek Army | great mistortune and of thelr present
Our second stop wils at Magnesia, | needs, saying that they had neither
about sixty-six kilometers inland from | food nor shelter and were in need of |
Smyrna, whers we were met by the | flour and tools and materials to bulld
reception committee, ¢ Ing of all | h
the town and district notables, led by | proaching rainy season,
Lieut.4Col, Caesim Pasha, a tall, slen-| We were told that Cassaba had been |
der, forceful appearing soldler. a city of 40,000 inhabitants—37,000
He was very well prepared with | Turks and 3,000 non-Moslems. Of that |
statistical data, the substance of |number there are now 6,000 remaining |
which was as follows: The popula- |in the elty, 1,000 killed and burned, the |
tion was 50,000, of whom there were | 3,000 non-Moslem resldents gone with |
42,000 Turks, 8,000 Greeks. Some 10,- | the Greek army and the remainder
700 houses, 13 mosques, 2 baths, 2,728 | unaccounted for. Thers were 6,000 |
shops or stores, 10’ hotels, 26 resj- |bulldings in the city and all were de-
dences, 3 flour mills, 5 farms and |8troyed except 2_,000.
1,740 houses in suburbs had been de- | The story of Cassaba was similar to
stroyed, while 3,500 of the Moslem | that of Magnesia. The Greeks are sald
population had lost thelr lives in the |t have used petroleum to make cer-
flames and 167 had been woundeq | t2in that the city should burn, and

while trylng to escape from t} - | meveral witnesses testified as to seeing
ing area. & PO TR Luw Do ’thp Incendiaries, assisted by the Greek

Then we sat down to tea and thlalﬂ'“d Armenian _lnhabltunts. setting flre
story of the disaster was related to| to the city. We heard the same story
us: ‘The retreating Greeks had an or- of outrage and loot, murder and wan-
ganized band of incendiaries equipped ton destruction, but still we were skep-
with machines for spraying oll ur;d tical. We could see the results of the
as they retreated through tho' city mel_:h& rnrr:.iprl::ehdu:ru;: ﬂnnr bl::_swe
they went through the varlous streets :?,:; IOES;“ L .. el st cicn,

g. We were still looking for
:::?m; :’h?ﬁ;:br:faﬁucﬁlh:ﬁ concrete evidence and were not find-

of some sort before the ap-|

But they had an ace up their sleeves.
They wished us to go for a little trip
into the country where there were the
bodles of some Turks who had been |
murdered by the Armenians and we |
must see them., Well and good; we all |
got into carriages and drove out into

| the country for about two miles and | with them 228 young girls, n

turned into a farmyard, Thers the
party all gathered around an old well
which appeared to have been fllled
with reeds.

A soldier in the party, evidently
brought for the purpose, took a long |
pole and began pushing and umpins|

of thelr houses and attempted to put ing 1,

We traveled on to Alashehr, dining
out the fires they were shot at, many 3 .
of ‘them being killed In this manner, | on e Way. Traveling on the Smyrna,

Cagsaba and Prolongment rallway is
Greek patrols covered the city to ns-| ot 4 pleasure.. We had started from
sure themselves that all of the city Smyrna falrly clean and respectable in
was fired before they left. appearance, but now we Wwere com-
As the Greeks retreated they took | piately dirty. The dust was so thick
one "f: that breathipg became difficult, We
whom has ever come back., After | gave up any ldea of trying to keep
some of them had been assaulted, i\ | gyapn reasonably clean and gave our-
is sald, they were comlﬁllrr! to drink | selves over to the dust of Anatoella.
petroleum and were set on fire, Alashehr was our destination and
Huving heard the story of the de-|furthest point of travel fnland. We
struction of the city, we started on a |spent the evening Alsiting with the
personallysconducted tour of the cltyHI Major, Emir Fuad, who {s the non-

mediately fires broke out from every
quarter. The Greek civillan popula-
tion helped the soldiers in firing the

| clty and also wrecked as much of the

water supply as they were able. The

| Boldlers robbed and killed the Turkas

and many were burned to death In
their houses as they dared not wven-
ture out for fear of being shot.
Fires Started in Smyrna

When Patrols Withdrew

While they were dlscussing the |

burning of Alaghehr the subject of the
burning of “myrna was brought up.

We asked them to explaln how it |

happened that Smyrna did not burn
until the fourth day after ths Turkish
oecupation and what precautions had
been taken to save the city from de-
siruction by fire. The Turkish In-
telligence cer said they did expect
that an attempt would be made to
burn Smyrna and they belleved that
it would start In the Armenian quar-
ter; that for the first three days they
had kept m heavy patrol in that sec-
tlon. When thres days had passed
and all seemed peaceful and secure
they had reduced the patrol and then
the fires were set.

Asked why they had expected the
fire to start in the Armenlan quarter,
he sald that the Armenians hed more
courage than the Greeks and were
consequently used by the Greeks for
mo&t of the dirty and dangerous work.

Alashehr had a population of 38,000
—12,000 in the city proper and 28,000
in the suburba. Now there are 5,000
left; there were 4,000 houses and now
theres are 100 standing; there were
3,000 shops or stores, of which but
threea remain; thera weres twelve
mosques and twenty emaller places of
worship, of which nond4 remain. The

Then a Turkish lady was introduced
who stated that she was the directress
of a young girls' school, and sald that
the Greeks had broken down the
echool house door, entered and robbed
all of the young ladies of everything
they had and then some of the Greek
{rregulars started the girls towardthe
station. They were able to get away
from the Irregulars, but were then
fired upon with machine guns and cut
down in the streets.

Many escaped into a garden, when
about twenty soldlers came along and
| commenced to beat them., An officer
passed that way and the soldiers ran
nway, but the officer entered the gar-
den and forced them to march down
toward the station to a factory owned
by a Mr, Forbes, an American. That
is the last she saw of the other young
iladlel. as she was able to escape by
| hiding in the garden.

Then we were shown a certified and
esealed list of the 800 known dead.
That looked pretty substantial and
was consideréd presentable evidence.
It will be noted that up to this time,
except for the burned cities, we had
not seen nor heard any evidence that
would bear much Investigation. We
were becoming mors and more skeptl-
cal, wondering if the Turks thought
we wera children and would belleve
anything they told us. Wa had not

wounded person who had a first hand
story to tell. We were mttln' fed up
with what seemed llke the Tankest
sort of propaganda, but now things
were about to happen.

Then one of the inhabitants sald
that he could show us graves to prove
thelr statements of the numbers of
the dead. Remember, they sald there
were 000 dead and we wanted to check

seen a dead body nor had we met any [

%

Ardor; Many of
. Both Sides Not S

He Finds that Churches and Mosques
Were Destroyed, Christians and
Moslems Murdered With

Equal
the Stories Told by
upported by Proof,

up to some extent. They led us into
a vineyard and there we fomnd a man
busily engaged in disinterring bodles
so that wo should see some real evi-
dence. The graves were shallow, with
not more than twelve or fourteen
inches of earth over the bodies, so it
was not long before one body was uns-
covered., TUnfortunately the spade
was thrust into one of the bodles dug-
ing the operation and we had to bea
a hasty retreat. I am willlng to swear
that there were bodles burled there,
however, ' .

In our wanderings about the town
we visited many mosques and at one
saw the tomb of the bullders of the
mosque, The bodles were encased
and lald on slabs in a reolining posi-
tion, with a fez at the head of the
slab. Wi wers informed that the
bodies had been thers for five cen-
turies and that no posaible claim could
be lald against the Greeks for their
death.

Seventy.six Bodies Found
In Ruins at Alashebr

‘We now started retracing our steps,
bound for Emyrna agaln, As we left
Alashehr wo learned that we were due
to meet Mustapha Xemal's train at
Balikll and we became very much ex-
cited over the prospect. We met the
train all right, but as we pulled In
hia train pulled out and we just had &
glimpse of him as he waved to the
cheering village folk. !

Balikll must have been a real pretty
town. The main street waa quite wide,
perfectly stralght, and well shaded.
The fact s this street was the salva-
tion of what remains of the town. The
city did boast of 3,000 houses, of which
2,000 were burmed. There were 402
shops, 24 hotels, 16 bakeries, 21 coffee
houses, flve flower millls, one moving
plcture house, two mosgues, one syna-
gogue and one Government bullding,
the telegraph office, burned. The popu-
lation had been approximately 10,000,
of whom 1,000 were non-Moslem. The
_non-Moalem population left two or
threes days before the firing of the
town. The city was burned on Bep-
tember G and to date seventy-six
bodles have been found and burled,
About 8,000 people are now In the
town, many of them homeless.

The story of the fire followed the
same lines a8 In the previous case,
The Greeks came, started burning the
city, looted the houses and shot all
who crossed their paths, Many pitiful
stories wero told of the abuse
the people by the Greek army, some of
which will bear repetition,

First we heard a wounded man who
sald that he waa in his house when
some Greek soldlers entered, robbed
him of 600 lire and then started away,
taking his son with them. He tried to
reach his boy and was shot In the side.

Next a little boy limped in. He told
his own story, eobbing the while, of
how he had run out of his burning
home and had been shot down by a
Greek eoldler. Asked if the soldler
had aimed at him and fired, he re-
plied that he was near a tree at the
time and the soldier had fired right
at him,

Says Greek Sergeant
Proved an Archrobber

Then a man told of how his home
had been broken open, ons man shot
through the throat, another wounded
and he himself shot through the arm,
A Qreek sergeant had come along and
drove the soldiers away and then
turned to and robbed them himself,
without any competition,

Two women came {n an related
| thelr storles. One told of how her
son-in-law was shot and the other
how her home had been broken open,
| robbed and her husband ed, Then
a little girl told of how her father

had been beheaded after he was
| robbed of five lire and Jiow she had
| been beaten by the Gr goldiers,

Most pitiful of all was the story of
the next witness, a little boy about 8
years old, who told how he had seen
his thirty-year-old brother caught in
the street and beheaded. Hls story
caused one of the Turkish reporters,
who got It first hand, to break down

entirely, which is not mnl' with
Turk. i

We had heard tales of assault,
the lady in the party inves
that, fnterviewed one of the girls and
confirmed the story.

Now wo had indeed seen evidences of
atrocities and could not help but be-
lleve. Little childen could not even
imagine such tales unless they had
seen them, We saw the wounds
themselves and heard the storles from
the people who had received them and
‘we were convinced that there had
been terrible doings in the Greek re-
treat. ]

On the way back to the station we
saw & large body of men marching
along on the next street, so went down
to see what was golng on. It was &
body of recruits from the country
marching to a concentration camp to
be armed and equipped. They were a
hardy looking lot of fellows, of all
ages from 20 to 60, and sang as they
marched. Bvidently Turkey is still
mobilizing.

We were Informsd that they would
be equipped with rifies and army gear
captured from the Greeks. I suppose
that they will be clothed In United
States army uniforms, for all of the
Turkish troops that we have seen are
wearing the United Btated army uni-
form complete eveq to the buttons, It
would be lntaruuL to know where
elss, except Russia, these army uni-
forms could have come from. It would
seom a wise precaution to remove army
buttons from all uniform clothing sent
to relleve the poor Russian Bolshevild
before it left‘the United States.

Turk Not Black as Paipted,
Is Observer's Conclusion
I started into the Interior anti-Turk,
skeptical of all that was told me or
shown to me. My first experience did
not tend to lessen my doubts or sus-
plelons, I bad Indeed begun to con=
gratulate myself as to my keenness in
reading the Turk character. Gradu-
ally, as I saw the country, became fa-
millar with the people and their ways
of doing things, entirely different from
our ways, I found that my precon-
celved {deas and prejudices were being
overthrown; that the Turk was not as
black as some would llke to paint him,
and that he could be and was quite a
decent sort of person, I saw that he
had a good case agalnst the Greek and
that he was only asking us to show
him in his true light and as he realjy

Everywhere I mot the same sgort of
feoling. I was urged to observe, use
my own powers of judgment and then
to tell the civilized world what I saw.
I was urged to remember the moral
responsibility that rested upon me as
n represéntative of the preas to teil
the world the whole truth and let the
world judge whether the Turk or the
Greelt was the one who should take
the blame for the calamity that had
fallen upon the country,

Thelr plea was this: That they be

presented to the world !n thelr true
light. More than that is necessary,
however. The rainy season s coming
on and they ars without shelter; they
have no food; they have only the
clothes they are wearing. The Turk
of the Interlor ia in far worse shape
than the average Greek or Armenian
refuges who left from Smyrna and
as worthy of being helped,
. The Turks evidently think a good
deal of the good opinlon of Americh.
They show an eagerness to be friendly
and to have business relations with
us, I found them extremely friendly
and hospitable, and believe that we
would do well to make thelr better ac-
quaintance,

1 am convinced that 1T was allowed
to see all that there was to’be seen on
thia trip Into the Interlor and that
every effort was made to show the
country In its true state. Undoubi-
edly the trip was arranged for Turk-
ish propaganda, but, as has been re-
marked before, they have a good case
pand it should be presented to the
world. They have won a great vie-
tory by force of arms and now hope
to ba judged by what Is seen, not by
what may be told by thelr enemies,
Certainly they deserve that chance,

ADVENTURES OF A WANDERING AMATEUR RAILROAD WORKER

RETURNED to New York with a|of good books on car repalring. These
large roll in my pocket agd a books showed some illustrations of car
repairers at work, so that I began to

I

: ‘51':'\]' on the hrilim:-nr my nose, got. stma, iiee: OF WAL WRS 10 DY 6xs
The roll was abundantly large con-| pected of me.

sidering the amount of labor it repre-| a: 1 g'clock 1 returned to the offics
gented and the amount of labor [{and found a congregation of about
actually put forth to obtain it. How- | fifteen men. They were very different

types of men. It was rumored that we
wera going to Soranton, Eimira or
Buffalo. Mt was afl the same to me.
| We were escorted over to Hoboken and
| hoarded together In a large room
where there were two inclosures. This
room was probably used for Immi-
plain that later. | grants. Tt was here that T found out

It wus after due thought and eon- about my fellow passengers. There

over, there were others who did much
1o
did nothing worthy of being called ac-
complishment. As to the secar, It an-

noyed me congiderably, but I ecan ex-'

vl there were still others whao

sideration that 1 decided to tuke ad-|Wwas a clonkmalker going In as a ma-
Vantesy of t ituation, very ox- chiniat, an apartment houses superin-
Ity of He TN % IRY tendent going in as a pipefitter (a good

peptional situation, One milllen "km"dlmnn, be at least knew what & valve
mechanics, more or less, were wanted | was), a chauffeur golng as a boller-
in a single day. Bimultaneousty there | maker.

appearsd in all the papers In the larger Also T remember there was a cook
clttes large advertisements appealing | poing as o machiniet, a plimber's ap-
for skilled mechanics, machinists, | prentice, a driver, a radio expert who
boilermakers, pipefitters, car re- | had gone In business for himself with
paivers and other Lradesmen to thke | too little capital, a eouple of fellows
| who wanted to get to Buffalo because

the place of the men goviwe oN =i,
“Ciood pay, free board and transporta-
tlon,” “This {8 not a strike ngainst
the rallroad,” “Walting time paid,”

"Plenty of overtime” and “Call with
baggsye reaty to go''swere some of
the eptatements made,

With o few belongings 1 applled at

an agency on lower Hixth avenue, Wase
1 an experienced car repalrer? Yes,
I'M say 1 wase 1 worked as a brake-
man for a few months nincteen years
ngo, At that time T remember of see-

Ing meveral cars that needed repairing.
My name wns therefore put down and
1 was ingtructed to return at 1 o'clock.
This gave me an opportunity to go up
to the Wbrary, where I found a couple

their home was there and a profes-
slonnl erap shooter, 1 discovered later
4hat there wera a number of these
professional crap shooters who took
Jobs on different roads and who re-
fuked to work when they reached thelr
destination, only to ply thelr art on
the return trip, Well, It was rumored
ahout that we were to be queationed as
to what experience we had and as to
what we knew about these johs. One
fellow told um to say that wa could
“wipe a journal'™ “make a coupling”
and “replace a brake shoe” Weil,
somehow we all got by except ona fel-
tow who was asked If he had ever put

he had put on lots of them and was |
rejected.

A few moments later we were led to
the front car of a flne looking passen-
ger traln and settled down for a com-
fortable trip, Some other men had |
come and the car was comfortably
filled. There were some negroes In
the front end. All went well until we
entered the coal mining district In
Pennsylvania. As the coal ininers
were on strike, the feeling was very
tense, and T shall never forget the
hard looks we recelved from some of
the peaple, both men and women, who
were standing about the stations, 1
would never have believed that hatred
could have been so strongly portrayed
on A human countenance,

Some of the men In our car began
to take notice,. We then got orders
from a phyalclan who was traveling
with us as a sort of armed escort to
pull down the shades, One darky pro-
tested. He wasn't a-goin' to pull his
shade down, But a passing freight
rin over two torpedoes, The shade
went down, “Did yer hear dem dere
shots?" the darky asked. He got down
“under the seat and remained there.

At Scranton we were searched by
the rallroad police as well ns our be-
longingh All weapons or llquor were
conflscated. We had none of elther,
however, except one fallow who had a
bottle of wine. It was a large =sodn
water bottle and he had it concealed
about his person. We were then led |
to a pretty substantial meal and later
issued overalls, gloves and capa,

I waas nssigned to n roundhousa
near the village of Hampton, about
three miles from Scranton, that was
commonly ealled "The Hump,” and
with ten othor men was loaded on a

any rubber tires on engines, He sald

L]

car. We passed through a

L

| enll “Hell's Kitchen.”

very thickly populated conl mining
distriet, at ene point of which the
houses are very near the rallroad
track. This small place {s named
Keyser Valley, A little further on
there is a place that 1 heard a guard
Our little bag-
gage car and engine, .commonly called
the “jitney,” frequently met with
trouble at these two points, Stones
would hit the roof or side of the car.
The uniformed guard would point his
riot gun, but I do not belisve that
shots were ever fired. One fellow,
however, got a scar on his nose much
worse than mine. He was standing on
the back of an engine with two or
three others golng from Scranton to
Hampton. The engine caught up to
the rear of a frefght that had stopped
and the engineer came to o stop under
an overhead bridge,

A crowd of small boys hegan to con-
gregute on the bridge. The uniformed
guard, realizing the uneafe condition, |
implored the engineer to go back. |
Thix the engineer refused to do with- |
out orders. Ho wasn't putting himself |
out to protect “scabs” anyway. The
guard then thought he might disperse
the crowd Dby pointing his gun at|
them. He soon reallged that he had |
made a mistake, as o number of angry |
men soon replaced the boys. Then
the stanes began to fly, and the fellow
that was hit on the nose had to be |
rushed to the hospital

Wa arrived at the *l[ﬁmntnn round
house at 11 o'clock Saturday night.
The foreman insisted on putting us|
right to work. The crapshooter and |
another fellow that had become chum- |
my with him refused to work, nnd
left us the following mornlng. Hav-
Ing donned their overalls, caps and
gloves, our crowd looked more lke

|

mechanies, but we wera very uneasy,
to say the least, and there were many
questions as to whether there were
sufficlent guards about, One of the
guards accidently discharged his gun
at this time, and one fellow remarked
that thers were some ‘pretty bad
farmers around here.”

T was assigned to work with a man
who put elly: waste in the journal
boxes of tenders on engines and spent

the remalnder of the night holding a

kerosens torch #o that he could see to
work, At 7 o'clock In the morning 1
had earned $16.28, At least T was
credited with this amount, as T wan
allowed eight hours for traveling and
time and a half, as this was Baturday
night., I went to bed In a box car,
satisfied that this was a more certain
i::h than the commission job I had
eld.

The most impresslve thing about a
round house la the dirt. 1 doubt if
there is any place much dirtler. It Is
o blick, greasy dirt that gets right
through your clothing and Into the
pores of your skin, where, under the
canditions, 1t Is lkely to remain for

remain for a certain length of time.
My partner was a widowor with three
little girls to pay board for. But what
worried him even more was their
clothes for school and their winter
underwear.

During one of the long drawn out
morningas when we used to talk a great
deal he told me that a short time be-
fore he had taken this job he had been
walking along the stroets of Boston
with: two of his daughters. ‘They
passed a store where a number of
large dolis were dlsplayed. Iis oldest
daughter sald, “Papa, do you supposs
you have enough money to buy mo one
of those? Of course, If you haven't
it will ba all right, but—" And he
had been out of work for three weeks.
He was making more than $84 a week
here, with board and tobacco free. He
had sent the money for the girls’
boawd and Insurance, and was $300 to
the good when I left him. T hope he'
was able to stand it for a while longer
and went home with enough to buy &
real doll.

These man, taken as a whole, were
They

|
| not professtonal strilkebreakers,

some time. The next most impressive | were thors because they needed the
thing is the noise. When a firo is money pure and simple. SBome wanted
gtarted In an engine a blower is at- | |t for one purpose and some another.
tached to the smoke box and steam 15| One fellow from the Bouth was there
blown In with a shrleking, whistling | beeause his wife was to bo cosfined.
noise that rattles your ear drums, A | Hs was out of work and left leme
number of engines are generally being | thres months ahead to make ready,
fired at one time, | Ho returned home in time nearly $500
Frankly, T had never been In nlahead, A young fellow from Hrook-
round house hefore in my life and 1| lyn, whe developed into m very useful
doubt if any of my fellow warkers had,  machinist, had got Inte some auto-
I certainly would not choose one as n mobile troubls and was out on hail,
place to work in. T am glad there are | He needed hls money for lawyoers and
other men willing to. That lets me other purposes.
out, Every man there had taken the| -As to the unskilled men dolug the
pogition that he had undertaken a self | work, It turned out this way: The
imposed sentence and that he would | duty of a railroad machinist is to res

palr an engine. The engineer on his
return from a trip makes a report as
to needed repairs and this {s glven to
the foreman of the roundhouse. The
foreman gives a written glip to a ma-
chinist and his helper. The machinist
has the number of the engine on the
slip and with a hammer and Stillson
wrench in his hand he locates the
trouble. If he cannot find out what is
wrong hoe asks some one near by to
explain his order and proceeds to malke
the necessary repairs. The foreman
later comes around and givea further
Instructions, The forrmen did not be-
long to the unlon and did not go on
strike.

It is remarkable how much could be
accomplished with these unskilled men
who were taking the places of men who
had spent years of apprenticeshlp, Of
course thers were some cases where
the-man not only didn't know the dif-
ference between an alligator wrench
and a cotter pin, but didn't know what
either of these was, In some cases
the foremen did most of the work
themaelves,

Somehow the engines were lept
moving, and this in spite of the fact
that it was belleved that some of the
engineers were trying to damage their
effgines purposely. What bothered me,
howaver, was that some of thess un-
akilled men might blow up one of the
engines and kill some of us. Thare
are so many intricate partssto an en-
glne and so.many curious nolses are
| emitted from them that anything out
| of the ordinary would glve me o scare,
| The Injector was the worst of thess,
| Tt is a valve which when turned allows

|and wera old and young.
| merely boys, They were armed with

viclnity is no place for a person any
way nervous or with a weak heart.

An army of guards were to protect
these men while they were working.
| They wern recruited from everywhera
Some wera

pistols, clubs or riot guns, During the
night they sat around bonfires on the
surrounding hills. These men recelved
$150 a month and their board, with a
promiso of a better Joh after the strike
was over, Thelr total all over the couns
try when the strike was in Pull swing
must have come well up to the
strength of the United States Armg
and must have cost the rallroadw @
considerable sum, Some of theém
guards seemed to have the Impression
that they had been hired to watch us
and ses that we behaved ourselves.
This at times becamo quite annoyieg.
They rarely arrested anybody.

For a while these guards had the
privilege of eating thelr meals firss
Wa would have to wait until they were
finished and the dishes were washed
and set up again., This ended In a
dispute, the outcoma of which was
that the guards had to take their turn
like the rest of us.

For thirty days I stood it and then
I was 8o anxlous to depart that T could
barely resign myself (o walt for the
“Jitney” to take wme the first lap. I
washed In water almost too hot to
bear in order to get soma of the dirt
out of the porea of my skin, Then T
rubbed my face so vigorougly that I
caused an abraslon above the bridge
of my nose, 1 wis forced to go home
with this scur and admit that 1 had

water o run from the tender to the
boller. This causes a pipe on the out-

and bubbles.

4

water

side of the engine to emit steam, hot | 8tory of the towel
The immediate fllmsy excuse.

been a strikebreaker. Bomae would not
belleve that I had not been hit. The
sounded like &




